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Science and Freedom in the Enlightenment


The Enlightenment was a time of discoveries in the area of science and a time of growth in freedom by reliance on one’s own intellect.  Both of these areas had an effect on peoples’ beliefs and their faith in God.  They also had an effect on modern science and the freedoms that we experience today.

Many scientific discoveries were made during the Enlightenment.  Many of these discoveries were made by a professor of mechanics and astronomy, Galileo Galilei.  Galileo “discovered two laws of motion, invented the thermometer, improved the compound microscope, investigated the principles of the lever and the pulley measured air pressure, and studied properties of magnetism and sound vibrations (Lamm 334).”  However, even though he made so many discoveries, people in his day did not believe him.  Most rejected his findings and said that they were false.  Galileo was charged with heresy by the Inquisition and his book, Dialogues Concerning the Two Chief World Systems, was prohibited.  Galileo was important though in laying the groundwork for another important scientist, Isaac Newton. Good
One of the most important scientists of the Enlightenment was Isaac Newton.  He discovered the universal law of gravitation by improving Galileo’s laws of motion, made several important observations in the field of optics, and invented calculus.  However, even after making all his discoveries, Newton still believed in God.  His discoveries led to the belief by some that God worked as a sort of “engineer”, keeping the universe working properly.  Although some calculus students no doubt wish that Newton had never been born, no one can deny the impact he had in the area of science.   Good
What about political ideas during the Enlightenment?  Philosophers during the Enlightenment led people to rely more upon their own intellect thereby increasing their freedom from oppressive monarchs.  John Locke took the position of support of a constitutional monarchy.  He believed in a natural law that gave humans the rights of “life, liberty, and property (Lamm 339).”  He believed that this law gave humans the right to set up their own government and the right to govern themselves, i.e. choose the people that they wanted to govern, thereby giving the rights to the people instead of to an absolute monarch.  This idea was adopted by America’s founding fathers in the Declaration of Independence in the phrase, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness (Lamm 339).”
Scientific discoveries during the Enlightenment could have made people lose belief in God, but instead these findings strengthened many peoples’ faith. Yes, but this isn’t the main issue for the Enlightenment. It’s the way that God gets incorporated into the human affairs arena through science.  Discoveries by Newton and Galileo made people believe that there had to have been a Creator that made the universe the way it was, a belief still held by many people today.  Before the Enlightenment, people may not have known much about science but they still believe in God.  After the Enlightenment, people still don’t know all there is to know and the belief in God is strengthened.  The real issue is what happened to their belief in humanity – in their own ability to make decisions for themselves – to self govern, etc…The belief in God was also solidified in the area of philosophy by people such as John Locke who believed that God gave people certain freedoms.  This is also a belief that has been continued until today and was even written into the Declaration of Independence.  This is the link that needs more discussion.  Before the Enlightenment there was always the belief in individual freedoms, but afterwards this belief was stronger and had more people fighting for it. I believe that, for the most part, no matter how many discoveries and advances are made, peoples’ beliefs in general will stay the same. 
I see that this last paragraph is the thing that ties the two concepts together.  Structurally, the comparison model is sound and I can follow the organization without any problems.  The thing that I don’t see is a real strong grasp of the relationship between science and politics during the era.  The science gave people a reason to believe they could know the answers. I’d say that you are on the verge here of a real good essay but as it is, you’ve stopped a few feet short – just good.  Nice work.  88
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